
 
 

 
 
 

Excise Information Sheet 01 (2016) 
 

Direct exports – Single Transport Contract (STC) 
 

Who should read: Any business using, or planning to use, Single 
Transport Contract (STC) export procedures. 
 

What is it about: Procedures for the direct export of excise goods 
from UK excise warehouses. 
 

When effective: 1 May 2016 
 

Extant until/expires: Until further notice 

 
 
1. Background 
 
Single Transport Contract (STC) is a simplified procedure for the direct export 
of excise duty suspended goods from UK excise warehouses to customers 
outside of the EU single market. It allows goods to be deemed as having left 
the territory of the EU when they physically leave the territory of the UK. 
 
The introduction of the new Union Customs Code (UCC) has brought into 
question whether STC would be allowed to continue. Excise Information 
Sheet 03 (2013) highlighted HM Revenue & Customs’ concerns over the 
current use of the STC simplification for excise goods. 
 
In March 2016, HMRC along with alcohol industry representatives and other 
Member States officials, met with the Commission to outline how the removal 
of STC procedures would impact on current commercial practices. In 
particular, the procedures operated by shipping lines offering “feeder” services 
from the UK to European deep water ports. 
 
 
2. Current position 
 
Having listened to the concerns of Member States and business 
representatives, the Commission have now stated they are in favour of a 
simplified procedure for excise goods. This is subject to Member States being 
satisfied there are adequate controls in place to ensure that the excise goods 
are correctly exported from the EU territory. 
 
It has been agreed that: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/excise-information-sheet-3-2013-export-declaration-special-treatment-single-transport-contract
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/excise-information-sheet-3-2013-export-declaration-special-treatment-single-transport-contract


 
1. Article 329 of the UCC Implementing Act will be amended as soon as 

possible to allow the use of simplified procedures for excise goods. 
 

2. The Excise Directive will also be amended in due course. This will allow, 
when a bi-lateral agreement / simplification under Article 31 has been 
agreed, that excise goods being exported by sea by a combination of 
feeder vessel / deep sea vessel will be deemed to have left the territory of 
the EU at the first port of loading. 
 

3. Until the Excise Directive has been amended, businesses can continue to 
use the STC procedures as detailed in Paragraph 3 of Excise Information 
Sheet 03 (2013). 
 
This is subject to 

a. UK warehousekeepers ensuring movements are promptly closed on 
EMCS, 

b. the dispatching warehousekeeper or the provider of the movement 
guarantee obtaining a report of export, 

c. where simplified movement procedures are followed, evidence from 
CHIEF that the goods have physically left the territory of the UK. 

 
 
3. Contacts 
 
For further information about this Excise Information Sheet, please contact: 
 
Neill Brettell 
Excise Holding & Movement Policy Team 
HM Revenue & Customs 
3rd Floor West, Ralli Quays 
3 Stanley Street 
Salford 
M60 9LA 
Email: neill.brettell@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk 
Telephone: 03000 588055 
 
 
Issued on the 10 May 2016 by the Excise Holding & Movement Policy Team, 
Indirect Tax Directorate, HM Revenue & Customs. 
 
 
For general HMRC queries, speak to the VAT, Excise & Customs Helpline on 
telephone: 0300 200 3700. 
 
 
Your Charter explains what you can expect from us and what we expect from 
you. 

mailto:neill.brettell@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/your-charter

