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Dear Robert, 

 
In forming the new Government this summer, the Prime Minister created a new 
Minister for the Future of Transport to drive UK and Department for Transport 
leadership in transport innovation. After a 15 year career in technology venture 
finance and as the former Minister for our ground-breaking Life Science and Agri-
Tech industrial strategies, I’m delighted to be asked to lead it. 
 
Our freight sector is the backbone of the UK economy, supporting over 2.5 million 
jobs and contributing £124 billion to the economy. Looking ahead, the weight of 
goods transported by freight is expected to increase by 50% at the same time as 
technological innovation promises to unlock even more productivity and growth. If we 
align our Research and Development procurement and regulatory framework right I 
believe we have a golden opportunity to help ensure we make our world leading 
freight sector even stronger.  
 
Since taking up my role in August I have been energised by the sheer amount of 
innovation taking place within UK transport and how it is helping to improve everyday 
lives and strengthen our economy. I see freight as a vital component of this portfolio 
and ensuring the future success of the industry is an important goal in the 
Government’s Future of Mobility Grand Challenge.  
 
I’m committed to helping this vital sector prepare for emerging and long-running 
challenges of congestion, skills shortages, changing business models and the shift to 
zero emission transport. I am eager to take a strategic, cross-cutting approach to all 
these matters, and my Department is now looking carefully at a Future of UK 
Freight Strategy to support the sector to continue to be a world leader in efficiency, 
innovation and resilience through to 2050 and beyond. I’m keen to ensure that we 
have the sector’s input from as early in the process as is possible and that the 
process of developing an action plan for the freight sector builds on excellent 
preliminary discussions we’ve had with sector representatives to date, and helps 
forge stronger relationships between the freight industry, Government and other 
stakeholders. 
 
With this in mind, Baroness Vere and myself will, in due course, organise a Future of 
UK Freight Strategy Roundtable so that we can hear at first hand your perspective 
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on the future of the UK freight sector. I expect this event to the be the first in a series 
of discussions on specific topics and challenges. In the meantime, I encourage both 
your organisation and your membership to engage with this work by making contact 
with the Future of UK Freight team at FutureFreight@dft.gov.uk, so that your 
thoughts on where Government support might be prioritised and policy targeted can 
be an integral part of strategy development.  
 
 
I look forward to us working together to ensure a strong future of freight for the UK. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GEORGE FREEMAN MP 
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